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munication, without consulting the directors of the local
railways. According to the schedule, which I received in
due time, the Imperial train was to make the distance
between the stations Rovno and Fastovo with a speed which
was safe only for a light passenger train. As a matter of
fact, several hours before the arrival of the train I was
informed by wire that it consisted of a great many large,
heavy cars. To run such a train at the speed demanded by
the schedule, it was necessary to use two freight engines.
I was perfectly aware that a train of this weight running at
such a speed was in danger of being smashed up at any spot
where the road was not in perfect condition. Nevertheless,
nothing was left to me but to follow the schedule. 1
boarded the train at Rovno and took it to Fastovo. I
spent the night in the car of the Minister of Ways of Com-
munication, which was in the rear and had no communica-
tion with the rest of the train. While everyone was soundly
asleep, I lay feverish with constant expectation of a disaster.
To my great relief, we reached Fastovo safely. Upon
my return to Kiev, I sent a report to the Minister of Ways
of Communication, stating that not wishing to create a
scandal I had followed the schedule of the Imperial train,
but that I considered the speed impossible and highly un-
safe. In support of ray statement I cited technical data.
In conclusion, I declared that I refused all responsibility
for the safety of the Imperial train on its way north if the
speed was not reduced in accordance with the proper stand-
ards of safety. The Minister's reply was to the effect that
the schedule would be changed in compliance with my
desir^.
When I boarded the Imperial train on its backward jour-
ney, I noticed that everyone looked at me askance. Count
Vorontzov-Dashkov, who had been on good terms with my*
family and had known me since my boyhood, pretended not
to have recognized me. I understood what it all meant